The Story of the Illinois Nahen's Buffale Chip Tradition

. Mighty braves of the Illinois Nation, our history has always been told by

pictures and stories. Listen carefully and I will tell you the story of the Il

Nation’s Buffalo Chip Tradition.

Many moons ago, our tribes roamed the plains, following the buffalo. The
buffalo gave our people food, clothing, tools and shelter. Our braves were born
in teepees along the way. The first thing that a father saw after the birth of a
brave would become the name of that brave. If he saw a white tailed hawk, the
new born brave’s name would be Whitehawk. ’f he saw lightening in the sky,

the new born brave’s name would be Flashing Fire. In this way, each brave’s

name reminded the tribe of the day that he was born.

Many moons ago the Illinois Nation had a mighty chief, Fighting Illini. His
teepee was very big because all the tribal chiefs would come to council in it. On
the rainy night that Fighting Illini and his squaw were to have a brave born to
them, the chief did not notice that a big, wet, dripping buffalo had entered his

teepee. At the moment that the new brave was born, this buffalo went aver to the

new born brave, licked his face and dropped a big, smelly buffalo chip inside the
teepee. The chief yelled, “Get out of here you dirty buffalo!” The new born by

was then given the name Dirty Buffalo.

the new chief of the Illinois Nation. Because of the buffalo chip dropped mw%a
night he was born, Dirty Buffalo hated dirty teepees. However, like his father,

Dirty Buffalo’s teepee was also very big. On the rainy night that Dirty Buffalo






